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The decisions of one man have an impact 
on the future of all of us.

 We highly condemn his actions.
 #NoWar #StandWithUkraine
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This war stresses the lack of neutral reporting. The power of globally available infor-
mation technology in a connected world leads to the war not only taking place on the 
battlefields but also on the world wide web. We must encourage each other to be critical 
towards news consumption in times of deep fakes and fake news.

- Bruno Wilhelm

Long-lasting issues such as a war in a European country, growing tensions and inse-
curity about the future in Eastern Europe, climate change, rising wealth inequality make 
me feel helpless and powerless. However, it is important to take a step back from time 
to time and realise that despite the increasing amount of negative news in the media, 
there is an ever-growing amount of positive news as well. Legal slavery, child mortality, 
battle deaths, child labour, nuclear arms, ozone depletion and hunger are at an all-time 
low, but are not mediatised at all.

- Joanne Rimbeaux

More so than the outcome of this terrible war, it will be the choices that leaders make in 
its wake that will set the course for generations to come. 

- Gunnar Hauptmann

War is a business. The world’s annual military expenditure represents 1.9 trillion USD 
and as long as there will be parties profiting from conflicts, we will see armed disputes 
all around the world. It is a symptom of the greed and ambition of people who have the 
power to influence the path taken by nations and send young soldiers into a fight they 
would not die in themselves.

- Lara-Luisa Buntz

These severe violations of international law have made it clear that freedom is fragile.                               
 Whilst our grandparents experienced similar wrongdoings, we, as young adults, have    
 never been confronted with such actions within Europe. We must not forget that the
 people of Ukraine are fighting for values we share with them.

- Svenja Bosshard                                                                                                   

To end this war and for the future of Europe I have strong hopes that we will not fall back 
into our history of a divided Europe. If I could wish for something, I would hope that in our 
globalised world, conflicts do not stay within a country but concern us all. We have to 
cooperate to coexist.

- Thomas Betschart

Our Thoughts... ...on the War
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#CollaborativeAdvantage

The 51st St. Gallen Symposium will explore current dilemmas and new, 
more impactful models of collaboration. How should we strike a balance 

between independence and interdependence in addressing our most 
pressing challenges? And what are skills, values and frameworks needed 

to work together more effectively?

Topic
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With war having returned to the European continent, cooperation between businesses, 
governments, and across generations is more needed, but also more challenging than 

ever. To enable mutual understanding and responsible decision-making at a crucial 
moment in history, the St. Gallen Symposium’s cross-generational dialogue will focus 

on five key areas.

RESILIENT ECONOMIES 
AND BUSINESSES
Technology-driven ecosystems and global supply 
chains offer unprecedented opportunities for busi-
nesses to collaboratively create economic and so-
cietal value. However, the coronavirus pandemic, the 
war in Ukraine and the ensuing sanctions on Russia 
have exposed the vulnerabilities of a densely con-
nected, global economy. How can businesses craft 
resilient partnerships in an uncertain environment?

EFFECTIVE GLOBAL
GOVERNANCE
Challenges such as climate change, global security 
and pandemics extend beyond borders and elude 
solutions by one government alone. Yet, as the war in 
Ukraine reconfigures the European security architec-
ture and competition between the West and China in-
tensifies, reaching agreements has become increas-
ingly difficult. How can governments pursue common 
goals in spite of conflict and competition?

A SUSTAINABLE 
TRANSFORMATION
A healthy environment is a global public good, but cli-
mate change and other ecological crises have long 
been characterised by failures to organise collective 
action. As the world’s largest economies have now out-
lined decarbonisation goals, there is hope this might 
catalyse the world towards a more ambitious trajectory 
– if we succeed to leverage our economic and environ-
mental interdependence.

RESPONSIBLE 
INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY
Emerging technologies allow us to reimagine col-
laboration across organisations and locations, while 
human cooperation is key to manage their unique 
benefits and risks. At the same time, technological 
capabilities are a fundamental component of compa-
nies’ and states’ competitive advantage – raising the 
question how to balance a collaborative and competi-
tive approach to innovation and technology.

A NEW SOCIAL AND 
GENERATIONAL CONTRACT
As captured in the idea of a generational and social 
contract, generations and societal groups depend on 
each other to provide mutual support. Yet societies, 
particularly in the West, have seen years of mounting 
polarisation, which increasingly run along generational 
lines. What are ways to re-emphasise common ground 
and mutual interests in contemporary societies, par-
ticularly between generations?

Find out more on 
our topic page!

www.symposium.org/topic

Collaborative Advantage
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PROGRAMME

Nine Selected...

01 // 5 MAY, 10:00-11:00 CEST

03 // 5 MAY, 15:30-16:30 CEST 

02 // 5 MAY, 14:00-15:00 CEST 

When Investors Join Forces: the New Driv-
ers of Political and Sustainable Change? 
• Grace Fu – Minister for Sustainability and the 

Environment of Singapore 
• Andreas Brandstetter – CEO of UNIQA Insur-

ance Group 
• Moderator: Nina Dos Santos – CNN Europe 

Editor

Global Public Goods: An Idea to Revive Cooperation?
• José Manuel Barroso – Board Chair of Gavi & Former Presi-

dent of the European Commission 
• Hervé Berville – Member of the National Assembly of 

France 
• Prof. Maja Göpel – Political Economist 
• Moderator: Nina Dos Santos – CNN Europe Editor

Re-examining Neutrality: Austrian and 
Swiss Foreign Policy in times of War
• Ignazio Cassis – President of the Swiss 

Confederation 
• Karoline Edtstadler – Federal Minister for the EU 

and the Constitution of Austria
• Moderator: Cathryn Clüver Ashbrook – 

Non-Resident Fellow – GPPI

...Session Highlights

04 // 5 MAY, 15:30-16:30 CEST

 51ST EDITION

Loss and Damage from Climate Change: 
Who Will Pay?
• Vanessa Nakate – Climate Activist, Uganda 
• Sashi Tharoor – Member of the Lok Sabha 
• Andrea Stürmer – CEO of Zurich Austria 
• Moderator: Prof. Judith Walls – Chair for Sustain-

ability Management at the University of 
St. Gallen

Back to Life? NATO’s Role in the New World 
Disorder
• Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović – 4th President of Croatia
• Benedikt Franke – CEO of Munich Security Confer-

ence
• Lisa Yasko – Member of the Ukrainian Parliament

Energy (In-)Security: Game Changer for Eu-
rope's Energy Transition, but in What Direction?
• Kerstin Knapp – Executive Vice President of Vestas  
• Franklin Chang-Díaz – Founder & CEO of Ad Astra 

Rocket Company 
• Moderator: Prof. Rolf Wüstenhagen – Chair for Man-

agement of Renewable Energies at the University of 
St. Gallen

Democracy, Free Media and the Challenge 
of New Authoritarianism
• Maria Ressa – Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 

2021, CEO of Rappler 
• Christophe Deloire – Secretary-General of Re-

porters Without Borders 
• Moderator: Veit Dengler – Visiting Fellow at the 

Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism at 
the University of Oxford

The Supply Chain Crisis: How Can Business 
Emerge More Resilient?
• Dorothea von Boxberg – CEO of Lufthansa 

Cargo 
• Karl Gernandt – Executive Chairman of Kuehne 

Holding AG 
• Peter Voser – Chairman of ABB 
• Moderator: Prof. Simon Evenett – Chair for 

International Trade and Development at the 
University of St. Gallen

A New Generational Contract: Visions for 
Business, Politics
• Friedrich Merz – Chairman of the Christian 

Democratic Union 
• Mamphela Ramphele – Co-President of the 

Club of Rome 
• Claudia Plakolm – Austrian Secretary of State  

for Youth
• Moderator: Prof. Christoph Frei – Associate 

Professor for Political Science at the University 
of St. Gallen

05 // 5 MAY, 15:30-16:30 CEST

06 // 5 MAY, 15:30-16:30 CEST

08 // 6 MAY, 14:00-15:00 CEST

09 // 6 MAY, 14:00-15:00 CEST

07 // 6 MAY, 09:30-10:30 CEST

Full program out now!

symposium.org/51stprogramme/
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...Upcoming Speakers
Benedikt Franke
(CEO, Munich Security Conference)

Prof. Markus Gabriel
(Philosopher, University of Bonn)

Bracken Darrell 
(CEO, Logitech)

Raoul Roßmann 
(CEO, Rossmann Drogerie) 

Valentin Stalf 
(Founder & CEO, N26)

Jean-Christophe Deslarzes 
(Chairman, Adecco)

Raynald Aeschlimann 
(CEO, Omega)

Petra von Strombeck 
(CEO, New Work Se (XING))

Kai Diekmann
(Journalist and Author)

Claudia Plakolm
(State Secretary for Youth, Government of Austria)

Patrick Zhong 
(Founding Managing Partner, M31 Capital)

Keith Enright 
(Chief Privacy Officer, Google)

Mamphela Ramphele 
(Co-President, Club of Rome)

Dominic Barton 
(Conference Chairman)

Felipe Rigoni
(Federal Deputy, Brazilian Chamber of Deputies)

Andreas Brandstetter
(CEO, Uniqa Insurance Group)

Prof. Oliver Gassmann
(Professor of Technology Management, University 
of St.Gallen)

Gabor Steingart
(Journalist, Founder, Media Pioneer)

Franklin Chang-Díaz
(Former NASA Astronaut; Founder & CEO, 
Ad Astra Rocket Company)

Andrea Stürmer
(CEO, Zurich Austria)

Kaiser Kuo
(Writer & Musician)

Rachele Focardi
(Founder, XYZ@Work)

Renat Heuberger
(CEO & Co-Founder, South Pole)
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Selection of...

Prof. Maja
Göpel  
Political

Economist

Karl
Gernandt  

Executive Chairman of 
Kuehne Holding AG

Mag. Karoline 
Edtstadler

Federal Minister for the EU
and the Constitution of  Austria

Grace
Fu  

Minister of Sustainability 
and the Environment

of Singapore

Ignazio
Cassis  

President of the Swiss 
Confederation

Hervé 
Berville  

Member of the French
National Assembly

Maria
Ressa

Journalist; Rappler CEO
2021 Nobel Peace Prize 

Laureate

Friedrich
Merz  

Chairman
Christian Democratic Union 

(CDU)

Vanessa
Nakate  
Climate
Activist

José Manuel
Barroso

Board Chair
Gavi Vaccine Alliance

Ben 
van Beurden 

Chief Executive Officer of 
Royal Dutch Shell plc

Kolinda Grabar
Kitarovic

4th President of the
Republic of Croatia
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...for Cross-Generational  
Dialogue

 51ST EDITIONSGS ITSELF 

An International Platform... 
The symposium combines physical and digital dialogue at international locations. 

Our central location the University of St. Gallen, Switzerland, is connected to three 
Swiss Embassies in different parts of the world that host live-inputs from

selected communities of our global network. 

3
EMBASSIES 
WORLDWIDE

Embassies Regional Input
Mexico Americas
Johannesburg Africa
Beijing AsiaUniversity of St.Gallen

1
CENTRAL 
LOCATION
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...to Shape the Future With Us

REGISTRATION
• If you decide to join us, please 

fill out a short registration form
• Registration available until  

14 April
• Monthly update mails

JOURNEY TO ST. GALLEN
• Pack your essentials
• Contact us, so that we can 

prepare your preferred way 
to travel

SESSION BOOKING
• You are able to register for your 

preferred sessions. First come, 
first served.

• Speakers confirmed

ST. GALLEN SYMPOSIUM
• Enjoy your stay with us

YOUR JOURNEY

Decide Now...
We aim to offer a fast and easy registration process and assist you in your travels to 

and stay at St. Gallen in the best possible way.

TOUCHPOINT ISC
• You already had your first contact 

with the International Students' 
Committee (ISC)

• You have been introduced to the 
ISC Member that takes care of you

SIGN-UP START
• Some partner representatives 

have already confirmed their 
participation

• They receive regular updates 
on the programme and their 
participation

DECISION PHASE
• Registrations increase as most 

participants decide to join by 
the end of February

• Receptions and Networking 
Events 

YOU ARE
HERE
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Covid-19 Protection 
Concept
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The concept covers the following aims:
• Implementation in legal accordance with the regulations of the Federal Office of Public 

Health of the Swiss Confederation
• Consideration of all existing international entry regulations
• Consideration of the wider global social demand

Approved Decision-making
Further decisions regarding concrete protection measures and 
the scenario are made in close cooperation with the Cantonal 
Medical Office of the Canton of St. Gallen in accordance with the 
latest regulations of the Federal Office of Public Health of the 
Swiss Confederation. 

At the time, we are confident in regard to previous pandemic waves. We are planning 
to welcome you in-person on the campus site of the University of St. Gallen. 

To assure the health of our participants, we are developing a protection concept.

 51ST EDITION
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Measures of the 51st St. Gallen Symposium

1

2

3

Responsible self-testing
We provide enough self-tests so that you can test yourself every day before entering 
the campus site. 

Mandatory masks for staff & suppliers 
Masks are mandatory in all indoor areas for staff & suppliers. 
We provide sufficient FFP2 masks.

Strong vaccination recommendation
All participants are strongly recommended to enter the campus only vaccinated.

The measures listed apply cumulatively. Depending on the situation, the measures can be slightly adjusted at short term.



 Now, more than ever, it is important that we stand 
together and aspire to a world at peace.



symposium.org


